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seamlessly integrate their energy re-
sources with their diplomatic and na-
tional security efforts. There is no sep-
aration between the Middle East’s oil 
and their foreign politics. The same for 
Russia or Iran or Venezuela. But U.S. 
energy executives are not representing 
the U.S. Government, which means our 
diplomats are on their own in con-
ducting energy policy, which means 
they have an enormous amount of 
catching up to do against these other 
petro powers. 

But for the first time, today, the 
United States is not the leading coun-
try when it comes to diplomatic posts 
around the world. That distinction now 
belongs to—guess who?—China. As our 
adversaries try to undermine democ-
racies and rule of law and use their en-
ergy and technology resources to win 
allies, we simply don’t have the means 
to keep up, another asymmetric advan-
tage for our competitors. 

We have no dedicated anticorruption 
or technology or energy policy corps 
within our foreign service. It is not be-
cause we don’t need this capacity; it is 
just because we can’t afford it. We la-
ment this asymmetric advantage that 
other countries have on nondefense ca-
pabilities, but it is just a choice. It is 
a choice because we pass, year after 
year, these massive defense bills, and 
then we choose not to increase the ca-
pabilities that would actually protect 
us: the investments in nonmilitary ca-
pabilities. 

Listen, I get it. I know this bill is 
going to pass, but why on Earth aren’t 
we spending more time asking the 
tough questions about whether the bal-
ance of our spending on national secu-
rity is right-sized to the actual threats 
the United States and our democratic 
allies face? 

Yes, the Ukraine war is worth fight-
ing, and it is expensive, but does it 
really make sense to spend 847 times 
more money on conventional military 
tools than we spend on winning the in-
formation war? Does it really make 
sense to add 10 percent to the defense 
budget while doing nothing to increase 
the size of our international develop-
ment bank? 

Do we really think that we are ade-
quately responding to the actual array 
of threats posed to this country with a 
spending allocation that ends up with 
America having 11,000 diplomats, total, 
and 12,000 employees of military gro-
cery stores? 

American foreign policy today suffers 
from a crippling lack of imagination. 
American leaders complain about these 
asymmetric threats but refuse to ac-
knowledge that this asymmetry exists 
only because we choose to do this: pass 
an $847 billion defense budget with a 10 
percent, 1-year increase and do noth-
ing, at the same time, to build the real 
capacities necessary to keep up with 
our adversaries’ investments in non-
military tools of influence. 

We could decide—this Congress could 
decide—to build a massive, modern 
international development bank. We 

could decide—this Congress could de-
cide—not to let RT dominate the inter-
national information space. We could 
decide—all of us, this Congress—to 
have enough diplomats around the 
world to be able to fight the fights that 
matter to us. 

We should imagine this world in 
which we fight toe to toe with the Chi-
nese and the Russians and other adver-
saries in the development, information, 
technology, energy, and diplomatic 
spheres. We should imagine that world 
and then put in place a plan to achieve 
it. 

Asymmetry is a choice. It is a choice 
for our adversaries, and it is a choice 
for us. And it is a consequence of our 
entire budget—for development aid, 
anti-propaganda efforts, democracy 
promotion, human rights advancement, 
humanitarian assistance, and diplo-
macy—being about the same size as the 
1-year increase in the defense budget. 

And $847 billion is a lot of money to 
spend without a real debate on the Sen-
ate floor, without the ability to offer 
amendments. I think this country 
would be better off, I think our secu-
rity would be better protected, if we 
just took a step back, asked some hard 
questions about how we allocate money 
within our national security budget, 
and took the time to have a real floor 
debate with real input about it all. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WARNOCK). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that all postcloture 
debate time on the Douglas nomination 
be considered expired and the vote on 
confirmation be at a time to be deter-
mined by the majority leader in con-
sultation with the Republican leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations: 
Calendar Nos. 1285, 1286, 1287, and all 
nominations on the Secretary’s desk in 
the Coast Guard and Foreign Service; 
that the nominations be confirmed en 
bloc; that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The nominations were confirmed en 

bloc, as follows: 
IN THE COAST GUARD 

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to 

the grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C., 
section 2121(e): 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

Capt. Richard E. Batson 
Capt. Michael E. Campbell 
Capt. Russell E. Dash 
Capt. Amy B. Grable 
Capt. Matthew W. Lake 
Capt. Ralph R. Little 
Capt. Jeffrey K. Randall 
Capt. Wilborne E. Watson 

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to 
the grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C., 
section 2121(d): 

To be rear admiral 

Mary M. Dean 
Charles E. Fosse 
Chad L. Jacoby 
Carola J. List 
Michael W. Raymond 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to 
the grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C., 
section 212l(e): 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

Capt. William G. Dwyer 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 
DESK 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

* PN2677 COAST GUARD nominations (173) 
beginning WILLIAM C. ADAMS, and ending 
YVONNE C. YANG, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of September 29, 2022. 

* PN2678 COAST GUARD nominations (83) 
beginning CRAIG H. ALLEN, JR., and ending 
NICHOLAS S. WORST, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of September 29, 
2022. 

* PN2691 COAST GUARD nominations (5) 
beginning BRIAN J. MAGGI, and ending 
LISA M. THOMPSON, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of October 11, 2022. 

* PN2774 COAST GUARD nominations (4) 
beginning TROY E. FRYAR, and ending 
JOHN D. HUGHES, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 15, 2022. 

* PN2794 COAST GUARD nominations (9) 
beginning AMBER S. WARD, and ending 
CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of No-
vember 17, 2022. 

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

PN2169 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 
Ryan Giralt Bedford, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of May 19, 2022. 

PN2775 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(52) beginning Gary P. Anthony, and ending 
Stephanie A. Bunce, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 15, 2022. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nomination: 
Calendar No. 1201, Shailen P. Bhatt, of 
Michigan, to be Administrator of the 
Federal Highway Administration; that 
the Senate vote on the nomination 
without intervening action or debate; 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table; 
and that the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Shailen P. Bhatt, of Michi-
gan, to be Administrator of the Federal 
Highway Administration. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Bhatt nomination? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EVELYN BRANDT THOMAS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, since 
1963, the State Journal-Register, the 
oldest newspaper in Illinois, has award-
ed its First Citizen Award to residents 
of Springfield who have selflessly given 
their time and resources to help and 
serve others. This year, the State Jour-
nal-Register has selected a central Illi-
nois legend to receive its 2022 First Cit-
izen Award: businesswoman and philan-
thropist, Evelyn Brandt Thomas. 

If you ask Evelyn Brandt Thomas 
how she is doing, she often replies, 
‘‘Better than I deserve.’’ She is a true 
pioneer with deep roots in central Illi-
nois. Evelyn was born in 1923 on a farm 
in Salisbury Township, just outside of 
Pleasant Plains. Her father, Albert 
Brandt, raised horses for the first 12 
years of her life. And as life on a farm 
goes, Evelyn had to do it all. She would 
handle tractors, gather eggs, and milk 
the cows, all without the luxuries of 
electricity or indoor plumbing. 

She was ahead of her time. Evelyn 
graduated from Springfield High 
School at just 16 years old and went on 
to receive a degree in accounting from 
Illinois Business College, an impressive 
feat at a time when women had few 
higher education opportunities and 
even fewer prospects in the fields of 
business and accounting. 

After several years of working in ad-
vertising, in the early 1950s, Evelyn 
and her younger brother, Glen—‘‘GB’’ 
for short—founded Brandt Fertilizer, a 
company that sold liquid fertilizer to 
central Illinois farms. At the time, dry 
fertilizer dominated the local market, 
but it also would come in heavy, 50-lb. 
bags that farmers would have to haul 
all across the farm. GB and Evelyn rec-
ognized a need and seized on the oppor-
tunity. Their original motto was, ‘‘All 
You Have to Do is Lift the Hose.’’ GB 
relied on his ‘‘gift of gab’’ going farm- 
to-farm selling this new product to 

make farmers lives easier while Evelyn 
handled the financials, which she 
watched like a hawk. Evelyn and GB 
were quite the duo, building their busi-
ness on the principles of honesty and 
hard work. 

Their principles paid off. What start-
ed as a liquid fertilizer company oper-
ating out of a truck and an office has 
now grown into BRANDT Consolidated, 
Inc., a successful agricultural business 
that sells products in more than 45 
countries, has several hundred employ-
ees, and generates hundreds of millions 
of dollars in revenue each year. And it 
is still a family business. GB’s son and 
Evelyn’s nephew, Rick Brandt, has 
served as CEO and president since 1995. 

But Evelyn’s long list of accomplish-
ments goes far beyond profits and 
sales. Over the years, she has pursued a 
number of philanthropic projects and 
given back to central Illinois and the 
region. She has been a champion of 
education—especially in encouraging 
more women to explore careers in agri-
culture—supporting a variety of insti-
tutions of higher learning, like the 
University of Illinois Springfield and 
Lincoln Land Community College, as 
well as nonprofits like the Education 
Center for the Visually Impaired. Eve-
lyn has established scholarships at the 
University of Illinois Springfield— 
UIS—and the University of Illinois Ur-
bana-Champaign. She continues to sup-
port 4–H, the youth development non-
profit organization where she met her 
late husband Gordon, and the Future 
Farmers of America—an organization 
that prepares young people to be lead-
ers in business and agriculture. 

In her work with the Education Cen-
ter for the Visually Impaired, Evelyn 
has sought to improve the quality of 
life for people who are blind or visually 
impaired. In doing so, she has helped to 
provide education, training, and devel-
opment opportunities through services 
and programs. 

For her decades of work, Evelyn has 
received numerous awards. She re-
ceived the ATHENA International 
Award presented by the Greater 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce in 
2009, a Doctor of Humane Letters award 
from UIS in 2014, and was inducted into 
the Senior Illinoisans Hall of Fame in 
2020. 

I have also been glad to get to know 
Evelyn’s family over the years. In 2019, 
I worked with Illinois Secretary of 
State Jesse White to help the Brandt 
family secure the specialized World 
War II license plate, ‘‘GB,’’ in honor of 
his military service. GB passed away in 
June 2020 at the age of 94. In January 
2020, we held a press event at BRANDT 
Consolidated, Inc., to celebrate the 
benefits of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement for the agriculture produc-
tion industry and the Brandt family’s 
global leadership. 

How is Evelyn doing? I would say she 
is doing pretty well for a farm girl 
from central Illinois. And she deserves 
it. Evelyn and her family are a true Il-
linois success story. I want to thank 

Evelyn for her many years of service to 
the central Illinois community and 
congratulate her for receiving the 
State Journal-Register’s 2022 First Cit-
izen Award. Illinois is grateful for all 
of her service and sacrifice. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-

tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 

U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-

porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as 
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No. 
0U–22. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described 
in the Section 36(b)(l) AECA certification 22– 
49 ofJuly 21, 2022. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 0U–22 
Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec. 
36(b)(5)(A), AECA) 

(i) Purchaser: Government of Australia. 
(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.: 

22–49; Date: July 21, 2022; Military Depart-
ment: Air Force. 

(iii) Description: On July 21, 2022, Congress 
was notified by Congressional certification 
transmittal number 22–49, of the possible 
sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, of eighty (80) Joint Air-to- 
Surface Standoff Missiles—Extended Range 
(JASSM–ER) (AGM–158B with telemetry kits 
and/or AGM–158B–2 configurations). Also in-
cluded were missile containers and support 
equipment; JASSM training missiles; weap-
on system support; spare parts, consumables, 
accessories, and repair/return support; inte-
gration and test support and equipment; per-
sonnel training; software delivery and sup-
port; classified and unclassified publications 
and technical documentation; transpor-
tation; U.S. Government and contractor en-
gineering, technical and logistics support 
services, studies and surveys; and other re-
lated elements of logistical and program sup-
port. The estimated total cost was $235 mil-
lion. Major Defense Equipment (MDE) con-
stituted $157 million of this total. 
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